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The late LIM CHIN SIONG

} MEMORIAL
¢ ASSEMBLY

A Memorial Assembly in honour of the late LIM CHIN SIONG, a
leader of the Anti-Colcnial Movement and the Singapore Trade Union
Movement, will be held at the Melia Hotel — Conference Hall, Jalan
Imbi, Kuala Lumpur, on Sunday, 17 March 1996, at 11:00 am.

All are welcome to honour a courageous Anti-Coloniai leader, a
human person, a leader of the Trade Union Movement when Singapore
and Malaysia were under Eritish colonial rule.

Chin Siong was a great friend who gave the best years of his life
for the liberation of his fellow men from colonisalism and against racial
discrimination, poverty and suffering. A man of deep conviction,
charisma and humanity. A.man who made a significant historical
contribution in the struggle against colonialism, and suffered for it. His
contribution in the-anti-colonial struggle is a historical fact which cannot
be erased. ‘

Convenors:

Tan Sri A Samad Ismail Dr. M. K. Rajakumar

Mr. James Puthucheary Mr. Tan Kai Hee

Mr. Fong Swee Suan Mr. Syed Hussein Ali

En. Said Zahari | Mr. S. P. Lim

Mr. S. Woodhull Datuk Dominic Puthucheary
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MR. LIM CHIN SIONG, 62, DIED ON A HEART ATTACK .

Mr. Lim Chin Siong , 62 , ex-People‘s Action Party ( Singapore ) member , who had
then formed the Socialist Front to confront with People’s Action Party died on a heart
attack yesterday .

His wife , Mdm. Huang Chooi Yun this moming told reporter that , her husband has
undergone cardiovascular bypass surgery 12 years ago in Australia , and his health has
been stabilised since then until one year ago , when he co'mp,lained pain in the herat
again .

She said that doctor had examined his condition and found out that there is blockage
in his veins and the situation could be stabilised with chemotherapy .

Unfortunately , 10 days ago , his heart condition worsened ; but ECG test showed

no sign of alarming state .

About 3.00 pm yesterday , Lim visited his physician again . When he returned home
then , suddenly his eyebolls rolled up and he fainted on his bed ." .

When medical personnels from the ambulance reached his home , they discovered that
his heart beat stopped . ’

After much effort put by the medical doctor , he still could not awake and finally
passed away at 7.20 pm .

“February 28th is his birthday , we celebrated it every year ...... ,”said Mdm. Lim with
great SO'lTOW .

In the 70°s , Lim and his family had migrated to England and they returned back to
Singapore in 1979 .

He spent his retirement in Singapore since four years ago . Lim‘s greatest ambition
was to see his two sons completed their studies , unfortunately this was not fulfilled .
His eldest son , Lim Ziyi , 23 , just completed his study in Raffles Junior High
School .

When reporter interviewed Mdm, Lim , Ziguan , Lim‘s another son was
accompanying his mother . It was leamnt that Ziyi would be back from England
tonight . '

Lim Chin Siong‘s body would be buried on Friday .

( Translation from Sin Chew Jit Poh , 6th March 1996 )



'BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF LIM CHIN SIONG

*1933 born in Teluk Amin area in Singapore . His father is Lim Thingyi .

*His family then moved to Fontian Kecil , Johore , where Lim completed his primary
school education.

*When finished his primary school education , he went to start his form two education
in Hwa Kiaw , Chinese School in Singapore . '
*1951 — Involved in exam-boycot activities . Put in jail later .

*1953 -- Actively participated in the democratic independence movement , and was
elected as a leader for the trade union .

*April 1956 -- Represented PAP in the election and was elected to become Bukit
Timah State Assembly member . He was also one of the PAP founding member .
*1956 - Went to England with Lee Kuan Yew and David Marshall . End of the same
year , Lim , Thevana , Fong Swee Suan , Chan Chao Chuo and other PAP related
persons were arrested and put into the jails for two and a half year by Lim Yew
Hock*s goverment with the accusation that they were indulging in subversive
activities .

*4th June 1959 -- Lim , Fong Swee Suan and Thevana etc were released from the jails
prior to PAP‘s succession in taking over the government . They then pubiicly
announced- for their support on PAP’s goals and atand . The PAP government then
elected Lim to be the Polictical Secretary of the Finance Ministry .

* June 1961 -- Objected on the policies of the formation of Federated Malaya , thus
disputed with PAP‘s stand .

*21th July 1961 -- Together with Lee Chao Chu , Fong Swee Suan , they were -
expelled from the party .

*13 August 1961 -- Together with Lee Chao Chu , Fong Swee Suan , they formed the
Socialist Front which was officially formed on the 17th September 1962 . He was
appointed its first Secretary . .

*February 1963 -- Lim and Fong Swee Suan were arrested again . Tliis time was to
prevent them from participating in adversive activities and their objection on the
formation of Malaysia .

*July 1969 -- Resigned from party with the reasons of disagreement with its policies
and ideas . Announced leaving political arena .

*July 1969 — Few days after being released , he flew to England to pursue law .
*September 1970 -- Married with another polictical crime , Huang Chooi Yin in
England . They then brought up two children .

*January 1990 -- returned to Singapore and redided in the Republic since then .
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SEBUTIR BINTANG DI LANGIT SEJARAH
---- Oleh Dato‘ Dr Usman Awang

Dalam setiap zaman berlaku ancaman dan tekanan, penindasan dan penjajahan. Tetapi dalam setiap
zaman i pula lahir dan tmbuh pejuang dan pahlawan yang bangun menentang pula segala
ketidakadilan, kekejaman, penindasan dan penjajahan.

Salah seérang pejuang yang menjadi pahlawan nasib rakyat ialah Lim Chin Siong.

Dalam zaman tahun 50an, ketika suasana politiic Tﬁnah Melayu (termasuk Singapura) mulai membara,
ketika negara-negara Asia mulai bangun melepaskan dirinya dari belenggu penjajahan, muncullah
seorang tokoh muda dalam arena politik Tanah Melayu di Singapura. Seorané yang kurus rami)ing,
murah dengan senyum dan tetawa, bergigi emas yang berkilau seperti kilauan Hatiﬁya, ramah dan baik
budi, Lim Chin Siong memimpin barisan generasi muda tahun 50an mempunyai pengaruh yang sangat
kuat dikalangan rakyat Singapura. »

Pada permulaan karya politiknya Lim Chin Siong adalah penggerak utama PAP ( Parti Tindakan .
Rakyat) dibawah pimpinan Lee Kuan Yew. Perselisihan dan perbedaan pendapat dengan Lee Kuan
Yew menyebabkan Lim Chin Siong keluar dari PAP dan membantuk parti politik Barisan Sosialis.
Pertentangan dan permusuhan politik antara dua parti dan dua tokoh itu menyebabkan Lim Chin Siong
ditahan dalam penjara (kali kedua). Setelah dibebskan beliau bersara dari arena polmk (tahun 1969)
oleh sesuatu sebab yang hanya beliau sendiri mengetahuinya. .

Usianya ketika bersara dari arena politik lebih kurang 35 tahun. Bagi masyarakat Melayu, nama Lim
Chin Siong tidakiah begitu terkenal, apalagi masyarakat Melayu Semenanjung. Namun begitu jasa Lim
Chin Siong terhadap orang Melayu dan bahasa Melayu sangat besar dan penting. Lim Chin Siong dan
rakan-rakannya yang berpendidikan di sekolah aliran Cina, Singapura telah meluluskan usul supaya
bahasa Melayu dijadikan Ling@ tranka, bahasa Kebangsaan, bahasa perantaraan.

Ketika usul itu dikemukakan terdapat banyak oraﬁg Melayu sendiri, terutama golongan elit dan
pegawai-pegawai kerajaan, masih belum percaya kebada kemampuan bahasa Melayu. Malah pelajar-
pelajar Melayu diuniversiti ketika itu pun tidak yakin bahwa bahasa Melayu itu mampu menjadi bahasa
kebangsaan bahasa ilmu Lim Chin Siong telah meninggal dunia pada Shb Februari 1996.

Ketika berita kematiannya terebar, maka mencurahlah datang segala ucapan takzih dan rasa hiba duka
terhadap pemergiannya. Semua kawan dan lawan politiknya mengucapkan pujian'dan penghargaan
yang tinggi. Musuh politiknya yang utama, Lee Kuan Yew telah mengutuskan pernyataan antara lain

berbuny1

(9]



“Saya amat menghormati dan mcnghargai_ cara hidup beliau yang sederhana dan sikapnya yang tidak -
mementingkan diri sendiri. .Sumbungan yang besar daripada beliau demi mencapai matalamat
perjuangannya bukan untuk kepentingan kewangan dan kemulian politik. Beliau dan rakan-rakan
seperjuangannya yang berpendidikan di sekolah aliran China, memberi pengajaran kepada saya dan
[akan sekerja saya tentang makna sumbangan untuk pesjuangan...”
Hari ini, Ahad 17hb March 1996, sahabat-sahabat terdekatnya telah mengadakan suatu majlis
peringatan di Kuala Lumpur. Kebanyakan mereka adalah dari generasi 50an dan 60an. Semuanya
sudab melampaui usia setengah abad. Tetapi bagi mereka kematian Lim Chin Siang bukanlah suaru
kehilangan tetapi sebaliknya kemunculan suatu sejarhya terhadap orang yang mencipta sejarah..
1a muncul dilangit sejarah seperti sebutir bintang di langit zaman.
Pepatah Melayu mengatakan:

Harimau mati meninggalkan belang

Gajah mati meninggalkan tulang

Manusia mati meninggalkan nama
Dan nama Lim Cﬁin Siang adalah nama yang baik yang menjadi kebanggaan keluaganya , sahabatnya
dan rakyat yang mencintai kebebasan dan keadilan .
Suadara Lim Chin Siang ,
Beristirehatlah dalam persemadian yang aman dan damai .
Pinjamkan semangatmu , pinjamkan apimu ,
Untuk jenerasi hari ini dan keturunan akan daxan_g ,

Demi masyarakat yang adil dan'dunia yang cemerlang .
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