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MESSAGE
by A Rahmang Pres:ulent I1.4.7.

1 am wery bappy indeed that the Namtoh Branch of the
I.W.U, ¥s. starting & express tp the members. &s I see It
an Organisation espesislly our orggnisation of the workers
should at all tines bo distributing information  of wimi -
the orgsnisation i doingz to the yorkees bocause only in

this way cdn the workers truly understend and apprecidte
what the organisation have dons for them. )
ks you all know ths Industrial Workers' Unlon of
Singgpore is expanding at & terrific rede, This is reinly
dae to the cancellation of the registration of sevenimiors

| Sepently and slthough this is & sud affeir in the trade .., |.

union prgunisation in Singupore, it is & blessing in dis-
quise to the I.W.U., With the influx of members into this
Unton- £% is our primcry duty to ses that every member of
this Union knows what this Union stends for inm the light
of state as well as mutienul fssues and it is throusk such
newsletter can we press our policy &nd stund in this mettar
for the members, Information.

‘It 18 my belisf that every mamber of 'Eha Neutah

Brafch should give their suppert to their worthwhile prah‘ ]

Jact so that they oan benefit by the information glveh
tn them through tha axpress.

In aunelmssiun T would say tlnt 1‘!; ds up to ug teo
1 gee that this pm,:javt is eurried out successfully

_4S 1 SEE 17
by James. Seh,
General Secretary, .W U‘.

"4 wes sweprising 6 seek the truth mnmt 4hie Imzun- i

trml Yorkers Union of Singupore when it was formed. Ori-
ginally this Undon was known as Singhpore shipa Stores
Generul Employees Union and the name was chenged to ths
presant LW, both piaea when ths werksrs of'. *bhe first
Celd storage group Joined thet Union.

- Actually since the union was formed and.until 1960.
‘the uc’ﬁivities of “the Union’ were very unsatisfastory In -
that the workers inteéresis were not fully protacted. It
was only 1m 1960 that we.find the Industris) Workprs:Up-,
ion relly started to bs more active. The resson behind
the, unsotiafiotory position then was not difficult:to . +
Find. *The lesders af thut tine did not bive the abls
1emdﬁrship which-was very nenassnry Af & unicn mmld
Justify ‘tte existenee, - :

. Rowever the workers from 1969 omards, realised how
nesessiry 1t was to heve leaders who could. really ook -
after the interests of the workers, It started with the
first: Collective Agreement ‘to be registersd.undse. AHe
Inéustma.l Relations Ordinance in the Arbitretion Gourt.
We pould not sty that the first Gollesctive. dgreament
remcbed between the Unien and the Gold -Stirage Group of
Companies was the best medel of egresments but 1% star'ﬁed
the chain resction of collective bargaintngs.. ~

,Prom 1960 to 1963 the officials kept the Urii:m on -
1ts toss by concluding collactive agresments without any
me Jor industriul actien. Improvements after inmprovements
for ths benefit of the workers were &chisved., This showed
the ﬁ&mbllity of the unich leaders, :

JIn 1963 we saw de~-razistration of the seven prograes-
sive tmd left-wing trede unichs whit bavs done something
goed £4 the workers. &8 @-whole. 48 & result of the de-
registration of these seven trads unions the members there-
of webe scuttered and we then say the greedy ambitious

; aa&iﬁ’ﬁy in which the exploitation of man by man exists. Ths

“Brotidts and sisters must stund united t "STHVE for the

"the wa jor desdsiont arrived at by the Unlon @nd te report the

‘small aftampt, 4t is nsverihuless and entquraging and hssrten- |

ssch end w‘uvy ‘taemb ery:

FORWARD |
by Branch Chairman: Lee Uon Nihg

Te day, we sre siill living in an unjust S@Gi‘&’k&’ - &

toiling nasses wre tolledtively being looked upon ms the
objects of explolitation. It is sheer wishful thinking that
an improvement in the living tonditions of ths working masses
ean be brought about by individual efforts or by 8n adjusiy
ment of the sceial aystem onm its own. Facts tell e that
eaoh und every well-flavoursd Fruit is the outeoms of the
blood and sweat of the tiller. Likewise, in order to get
rid of the prevailing disproportiomste phenomena, “thereby
improving ‘the lot of ths working masses, all our working

attainmant of this aim,

Way all Nuntah workers, with the safeguard of our fune
démentul riuhts in mind, bave upon the dersgistration of ocur
former Union - Singspore Bensral Enployess' Union - resoluiely;
Joined another Union genuinely werking for the interests of
the workers., The Industrial Workers! Union of Singupore. We
have resolved to stand arm-in-drn with our’ , working brothers
‘and sisters to strive for the safeguard mf pur basie rights
‘and the amelinmnnn of our working conditioms. )

Up to now, our Unfon has ‘expanded %rnmandous:i.y The mem~
bership hus increased from 2,000 to over 6,000, This expluins|
the fact that our Unien's work during the pﬁ&t fow yeers bas
giined the affection and: support of the workers,

Despite our achievemsnts, we still Weve iimi‘wtimas-
1imtations both stbjective-and objective.: We still find 1t
difficult“fo'reflect fo the members in tine the activities of
the Unfon. With & viey 4o remedylng this defect, we the Nan-
{ah Branch have decided to embatk upon ‘thé ;mhliwticn of “the
present "Express’, whiiech ts designed tv biring home to the mén-
bers the aetivities and work of the aneh to ‘sonvey fo them

1ifs and activities of our yorkers. Notwlthstanding it is &

SJrg abtempha

. This 4s w gerden which has been opened up by our members
in the midst of adverse oircumstances: -Ibs continumd exist-
gnoa eulls for Jhe. whole=hesrted support snd go-opsMation of

- e

FRAREFAE .

ERA B ER R Sk F A

s4n

SitANERTY

and ungorupulous so-ealled trade union leaders thrie'tensd,

bullied and used stroug-arm taocties to got these workers
to join their trade unions. Howsver we know thet the

mix jority of the workers from these seven de~rogistered
tradeupions refused to tow their lime. Mowt of them
then Joined thé Singupore Commerolul ‘Houses & Fuctory
Employees Union. We howsver have also been approached by
workers:who wished fo Join our Unionm. The first bateh of
workers: who Joined our Union were from your Branch, This
wa5 the’ proud moment ¢F IWill, Tor we never knew that our
Union vould hive the honour of acecepting workers Prop
these dg-registered trade unions beeduse our Union was
not weli-knm Because of the Nenyang University workers
upprooch 4o our Union: #he officikls then realised that it
A% time for the Union to play & bigger role for the work-
sre.  The next batch of cworkens: who Jolned. pur Union.were
those of the Taternational 4ir-Conditioning Cos and the
Hetalordris, ,

YR p I OH NG

SEEENFEES

Anpther big moment for the et’fiaiezls ﬁ;f ths Imion 1o
deside s8s whothdr they ars progired to wooept further
respansibili ies by aecepting workers from the oinsma, bus
and otler industriss who were not allowed %o join other fras
and depoeratic treade wrions, like the Singapore Commercial .
Bouses: & Factory Eaployeses Union &nd the Singupore’ Textiles
and Gensral Mershunts Employees Union. 4s Justige will
provail, ‘the Exsoutive Council decided wisely to &ocept
these responsibilities. In Aprdl 1964 our membership has
inereased by about 3,000 workers from the cinema and bus
sstablishments and 8lso from.other indusiriss. Now this
oreated problens for the officlals but we heve now fcmr ‘pald

coffieials. vhb at&a hsil@mg 'bhe Umm with. hs work.

Bee&n@a af: 'bhis -trsmendms progms of the Union in
sertain qmrt’ans they ars getbing worried. Some are afrdid:
thet cour Union might destroy their leddership and others ars
afraid thet béeduss 1,W.U. 15 fow.bigger more attention would
be giwen to us by unscfupulous and disruptive elements within
our midet and outside., However wp arg not =fraid to discharge
our duties for the benefit gof the workers. We know that we
shall be maeting cbstaclss t¢ provent our Union frowm becoming
ona of the biggest bub if 811 of us work together we are
capable of avememmg anything that comes cur way. °

- ¥o are All €ara that the policy: af tHe 1ndusir1ul
Workers Union is to orgunise and prh‘tem tHe wrkers interests
&nd this we intend ‘to Keeps ' IW.U. w5 one “of thamany treds
unions w}m were &Effiliated o 5.4, U, but had nmot Been &n
active pamm*. It did not howover mean Ahet we wre not con=
pern over mettera commected with the wrkars problatis or, 8s
& wlola, the working sluss movesent. The present dey trade
union movement is very fur from sa'bisf&ctam. The workers
desire 18 %o wnitetogether with the wltipate aim that we
shall ezajay e fred¢ und just soclety, where man shiallpnot
explolt mhn, wheréithe fruits-efiour labour shall be-Jjustly
rewsrded, This present unsetisfectory sitwtion Ad not come
about from the workers desire but it wes beoauss of the in-|
terferense of individuels who, ouf, of their oun selfish
motivesy try 46 dedtroy the workdtig’ eless movement 2lthoush
thoy publicly stuted that they are working for the workers
fnterosts, Their ork ik faet 18 uetunlly dividing the work-
ers. Slowly bub steadily &1l the workers who hive been
migtad by ﬂ&eﬁm mam;mloua lea-ders haye raallsed the,u-

Oenbed pose 4
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mis'bakss snd I am sure thut we shall ses thut they -
(the workers) shall gather sgain together and wipe out
the undesirable elaments in the working class strugzle
fer a. better wy of life.

To the future we shall look with our hope that the -
progress of our Union shall ba suscessfully and deteér-
minedly surged forward,
the membsrs of the Union are united and not to be misled
by unscrupulous and funny elements who motivas.are to -
destroy the unity of the workers.
this Union eénd we hope that your loyalty towerds the
Union shell not waver, We know that these unsorupulous
elements would not stop their dirty works when they bave
suffered defeats and we are sure that they will be con-
sidering cther ways und meuns te destroy us. l‘hey can-
not do this if we are 21l united together.

Our future work shall be as what we are doing. To
summarise them I oan only see the following:-

{1) To organise the workers of Singupore (which is
in eonformity with the objects of our Union).

(2)
. conditions and free from exploitation and vie-
timisstion from unscrupulous employers.

This eun only be achievsd if all

You arse now members of

To maintain our Union framework of working towrds
& better and equitable society which ocsn only coma
ebout if all trade uniofis Join togetehr.

©)

(4) To expose disruptive elements from our midst and
- - generally within the working class movemeént.

(5) To carry on with the fight for &= free and demo-
cratic trade union movement, where no Government
shall have ths control of the destiny of the

workars,

(6)

To ensure that the workers thsmsslves shall control
their destiny.

411 these can come about with the -full co-operation of
all members but I am sure that this would be forthcomidh
from them because we all went to see that the fruits of our
labour justifiable rewarded.

In olosing this article, I wish member-s s hepy time
! with the publieation of the Newsletter which yowr Branch
i Committee 1s producimg.

To give security, better wages, Batter working .
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