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“BEWARE” OF THE TRAP OF THE COLONIALISTS
Legal Adviser T. T. Rajah

You are all by now very familiar with
the threatening -and intimidatory tactics
adopted by the War Department with regard
to squatters living in the Sembawang Area
— in land known as Khatib Estate. Let me
briefly put the facts before you. Sometime
in the latter part of 1958, the Army autho-
rities demanded about 60 families living on
land which originally belonged to the Navy
to sign an agreement. The farmers were
recognised as tenants by the Naval Authori-
ties. They paid their rents to the Navy.
Receipts were given by the Navy for the
rents paid. ,

The farmers had to clear the jungle land
when they first entered occupation. They
worked daily from dawn to dusk to clear
the jungle land. After clearance, they plant-
ed vegetables and fruit trees on the plots
allotted to them. They also reared poultry
and pigs. A few years ago, the Navy trans-
ferred this land to the War Department.
The new landlord — the Army — soon after
the change-over showed their oppressive
iron hand. Under the pretext of regularis-
ing the occupation of the land belonging to

the War Department, the army authorities.

cajoled and coerced the farmers to sign a
new agreement with increased rent and con-
taining other oppressive clauses with the
War Department. In fact a number of
farmers out of fear of reprisals blindly
affixed their thumb prints to this uncon-
scionable document. In fact, most of these
farmers, as we all know, are illiterate per-
sons. Out of fear of the consequences, they
signed a blind man’s agreement.

For appearance’s sake, it was called an
agreement described as “Temporary Occu-
pation Licence.” In reality, it was nothing
but a death warrant in so far as the farmers

are concerned. Some farmers highly suspi- -

cious of the contents of this agreement,
consulted their association — The Semba-
wang Branch of the Country People’s Asso-
ciation. The Branch in turn sought legal
advice. Meetings took place between the
lawyers of the War Department and the
legal adviser of the Country People’s Asso-
ciation. . Various letters passed between
them. The farmers found that this so-called
agreement was nothing but a neat piece of
deception. Listen to some of the frightening
clauses. Among other things, these are
what the so-called agreement provided:—

(1) That this Licence is for temporary
occupation of Military land.

(2) Purpose of Licence:- for dwelling
houses, pistys fowlshed and open
shed. -

(3) Monthly fee.$3.00.

(4) Conditions of Licence:- There are
about 12 conditions in this Licence.
The most unconscionable and op-
pressive clauses are quoted in full,
namely:-

. (a) That this Licénce is a personal
Licence and if any time the
Licensce shall himself be un-
able to utilise the Licence or
shall commit a breach of any
of the conditions thereof this
agreement shall forthwith
authomatically determine.

(2) That this Licence may also at
any time be determined by the
War Department Land Agent
without payment of any com-
pensation whatsoever (other
than repayment of any month-
ly fees paid in advance) by
giving -one calendar month’s
notice in writing to the
Licensee

(3) Upon the determination of this

Licence for any reason what-

soever the Licensee.shall forth-

with remove himself and his

possessions  including any

buildings erected with permis-

sion'on the said area and shall

restore the area to the condi-

tion it was at the date hereof.

The farmers had to sign this death

warrant stating that he accepted this

Licence on the terms and conditions des-
cribed above. '

In short, the farmers are told by the
War Department to renounce their tenancy
rights in the land in exchange for something
of a temporary nature. It is like giving up
a milking cow in exchange for a cat. What
a price. What a deception. In fact, the
farmers have lived there for over 40 to 50
years without signing any form of oppres-
sive agreements. The most revolting part
of this agreement — oppressive is that it
could be determined by the War Department
Land Agent at any time af his pleasure with-
out payment of any compensation, whatso-
ever by giving one month’s notice.

Does this not sound like a case of a
man who after having saved the life of a
poisonous snake from the well to the ground
was bitten to death when the snake reaches
the land. Further comment on this agree-
ment — unreasonable is superfluous.

Quite rightly, about 60 farmers refused
to sign this death warrant unless it was
modified to include reasonable compensation
to cover their houses, vegetable, poultry and
other produces, clearance of the waste land



and removal expenses etc. The War

Department refused to alter “The standard- -

form of Agreement” but issued separate

circulars to the farmers that the War De-

ment will consider the making of ex-gratia
payment of compensation to Licensees if
they agreed to sign the document which was
in fact as stated earlier a death warrant.
As the War Department unreasonably re-
fused to incorporate in the agreement what
they stated in the separate circular, the
farmers opened their eyes wider and sensed
that the War Department’s attitude was, to
say the least, intimidatory.

Soon after, the War Department autho-
rities put their threats into action. The War
Department served on all farmers who re-
fused to sign the aforesaid oppressive agree-
ment with Quit Notices, They were ordered
to quit by the end of March this year.

Seeing that the farmers were unmoved
and united in not signing their own death

warrant, the War Department adopted a -

different tune. Another circular was sent to
give one last opportunity to sign the requir-
ed oppressive agreement,

Note well! The War Department would
under no circumstances alter or modify the
terms of the agreement in writing. In Law,
this agreement without compensation if
signed by the farmers is binding despite the
honeyed words contained in the circular. 1f
the War Department is sincere in its words.
why does the War Department refuse to in-
corporate those extra clauses in the agree-
ment. The only explanation could be that
the War Department Authorities do not
intend to provide documentary evidence for
the payment of compensation if this matter
came up before a Court of Law. The War
Department insists that the agreement ke
signed. What a threat. You farmers and
workers —remember that your Association
is formed for the purpose of helping you, to
further your rights against your landlords
— be they the War Department or any rich
individual. For complete success in your
fight against your landlords and profiteers,
you must be united and solid. You must act
in correct. Oanly if you have one soul and
one will, can you be indivisibly united.

How can you achieve unity and solida-
rity. There is only one way of achieving it
and that is for your elected representatives
in the Country People’s Association to
assemble in one place in order to jointly
discuss your problems, to work a common
opinion and then with the whole hearted

support and co-operation to assist you to

improve your rights and further march one

common goal by one common road and to-

"~ ward socialism. - We must learn to judge
. people by their deeds net by their words.

In order to achieve unity, remember
always that  we should fully politically
conscious and organised. Improvement of
conditions of life can be obtained only by
joint collective effort.

Either you go on bearing your hard-
ships without end and sink to the level of
dumb slaves or we wake up and be firnly
and indivisibly united at all costs and under
any circumstances, and rally round your
Association,

Life is all powerful — it always triumps
— we are still under Colonial Rule, British
War Department is your Landlord — clearer
proof of Colonial occupation of Singapore. is

. not needed. Owur foreign affairs, our defence

are still controlled by the Colonial Masters.
Remember 3-3-1. in the Internal Security
Council means Colonial Masters' interference
in our internal affairs. Remember too that
the Colonial Master can at any time suspend
our Constitution.

Complete victory from the Colonial Rule
Wwould be achieved on when the entire work-
ing people — the workers, poor farmers, all
minor employees in public and private offices
launched their demands for full indepen-
dence as a united, strong and united force.
We should always bear in mind that every-
thing changes. Social life changes and with
it the Colonial grip of Singapore will also
change. It is but a matter of time.

We must demand our freedom. Free-
dom cannot be achieved by silence and
patience. The more loudly the voices of the
working people — resound and demand free-
dom — the more Colonial forces will see
through our unity and solidarity and the
sooner they retreat.
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