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Perutusan Kapada Kesatuan Pekgfjaz ‘Sharikat?2
PERNIAGAAN DAN KILANG SINGAPURA.

Tahun 1960 ada-lah tahun yang mengandong erti di-
,dalam gerakan Sharikat Sekerja. . Perubahan2 yang besar
"telap berlaku dan bagaimanakah chorak-nya 'untok masa
‘depén ada-lah terserah képada semua orang untok

mengagak-nay..

Beberapa gejala2-nya telahpun kelihatan. ,Pérten—
tangan antara Modal dan Buroh akan di-putuskan oleh
_satu bentok"perjuanganfyang baru. Undang?2 Perhubongan
Perusahaan mengenakanTtanggong-jawabz yéng baru.képaga
: pemimpin2 kaum buroh yang bukan saja memerlukan*kapadé
kebolehah menyusun dan mémimpin,‘ tetapi juga vyang
.memerlukan”kechekapan_dalam lapangan perundingan2 yvang
baru dan yang memerlukan kebolehan untok menjalankan
penyiasatan2.

- Walau bagaimanapun, di-samping perubahan2 semua-
i nya'ini, namun peranan kelas pekerja maseh tetap seba-
gaimana sedia kala, kelas'pekerja sentiasa berada di-
‘medan hadapan dalam perjuangan membebaskan diri dari
kuasa;penjajahJ Perjuangan ini sabenar-nya belum tammat
lagi; perjuangan tersebut hanyalsekadar memasoki. satu
tingkatan yahg iebeh merumitkan. TenagaZ kolopialism
.maseh kuat. Yang demikian perahan kelasvpekerja ada-
lah méhjadi lebeh penting. Hanya dengan kesedaran
chekal hati dan bersatu saja-lah rakyat akan berjaya
di-dalam perjuangan ini.-

Ong Ceg qgudh

Ahli bagi Kawasan Hong Lim-
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MESSAGE TO SINGAPORE COMMERCIAL HOUSE FACTORY EMPLOYEES" UNlON

1960 is a year of great sngmflcam:e in the Trade Umon movement There has

been and tHere will be vast and far-reaching changes What will be the shape of things

to come could be anybody’s guess.

Some symptoms are already appearing. The contradictions of Capital - and
Labour will have to be resolved by new forms of struggle. The Industrial Relations

Ordinance imposes new responsibilities on Union leaders, who" will not only need the

capacity to organise and to lead; they must at the same time be skilful in new types of

negotiations and be capable of carrying out research.

"However, in spite of all these changgs the role of the working class remains
the same. The working class has always been in the fore-front in the fight for freedom
from colonial rule. This struggle is by no means over; it has merely entered a new and
more complicated phase. The forces of colonialism are still powerful. Consequently,
the role of the working class has become even more important. Only by being conscious,

vigilant and united, will the people be able to win this struggle.

: @ng eng (?réwm
Member for Hong -Lim
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MESSAGE BY THE CHAIRMAN

By Chua Hong Chuan

Time is on the march and this union’

has followed the wheel of time through four
long years. The fourth anniversary of our
.union today marks its entry into a new phase
and is a time for us to re-appraise the past
and look forward to the future.

Our uhion is purely composed of light-
erage labourers working along the Singapore
River. They have been subjected to colonial
exploitation and oppression for more than a
century. They had no means.of airing their

. grievances, let alone organised actiyity. The
ever-inereasing consciousness of the people

has compelled the colonialists to make con-.

cessions. Trade unions did not emerge
until after the general election held under
the colonial regime in 1955. We did not
wish to lag behind and continue to be ex-
ploited. A call was made for all fellow
workers in the same trade to join the
Singapore Factory and Shop Workers Union.
It was soon realised that the colonialists,
fearful of the upsurge of a trade union
movement, renewed oppression of wunion
activities through the machinery of the
previous government. We consequently
suffered at the hands of managements
following the winding-up of the Singapore
Factory and Shop Workers Union. The
need for an united front was fully realised,
another appeal was made to fellow workers
to close the ranks and in a common effort
~ to organise the Lighterage Workers Union.
However, the then government refused to
~ register the proposed union under this name
and employed delay .tactics. Thus we
adopted the name of “Commercial House

and Factory Employees Union” and were .

determined as ever to fight for the welfare
“of the workers. § \
> The labour policy of the former govern-
ment, surporting to protect trade unions and
to safeguard the livelihood of the worker,
turned out to be detrimental to the interests
of workers. It could not go on cheating us.
Its hypocrisy was eventually condemned by
the. people and brought about its downfall.
The new government has been in power
for nearly a year; the state is undergoing

major changes. Unfavourable conditions
are gradually. disappearing. - The workers
are benefiting from the fact that trade dis-
putes are now dealt with in a just manner,
unlike the antagonistic and - high-handed
attitude towards trade union movement,
adopted by the old government which was
only interested in ingratiating itself with
colonialists and capitalists. Though Sing-
apore is in a state of semi-colonialism, we
helieve that the present government which
has come into being with the backing of
the people and common workers, will see
that its labour policy cogently takes good.
care of the workers. : '

At present, we have a few outstinding
trade disputes under negotiation. It is hoped
that the wise managements in ‘considering
the difficulty with which our workers take
out a scanty living for their families would
co-operate by holding early negotiation with
a view to reaching satisfactory agreements
that would benefit both labour and man-
agement and safeguard the economic” in-
terests of the people as a whole. ‘

I would assure fellow-workers.that the
objective and attitude of this union never
{:hange. Miserable and exasperating exper-
iences of the past have strengthened our
cqnﬁdence in the union and sharpened our
vigilence. We should strive for unity, for
the strength of the worker lies in the union
and we should exert such strength in the
course of fighting those unscerupulous blood-
suckers who continue to exploit our sweat
and blood by any means at their disposal.

We would like to appeal to all lighter-
age labourers to sink their differences, and
to take an active part in the . organised act-
ivities' of this union. We hope to consoli-
date our united front through democratic
discussions and to fight for a decent live-
lihood for our toiling labourers. Leading
unions are earnestly requested to offer us
friendly advice so that we could strive side
by side with other unions for the unifica-
tion.of a labour movement, for true im-
provement of our living standards and for
a new ftruly socialist state.

~5
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