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Operation Coldstore: with the evidence before you, can you look the other way,
Mr President,
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Republic of Singapore.
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Dear President,
B RS,

Operation Coldstore: with the evidence before you, can you look the other way,
Mr President?
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On this day 51 years ago, Operation Coldstore was launched and 133 men and
women were subsequently arrested and detained under the Internal Security Act
(GLISA’Q).
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A question about the ISA was asked at the TOC TV forum held on 18 August
2011 for all 4 candidates of the 2011 presidential election. You spoke first,
followed by me and then the other two. | had said that “the history of the ISA is
such that it (ISA) had been used for political purposes”. Even though you
already had your chance to speak, you very rudely interjected to say it was “a
very serious charge and one must be able to back it up”. The relevant video clip
about our verbal exchange is here

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vshMBvcfQw
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vshMBvcfOQw

No evidence to justify arrests
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The British Government had recently declassified documents relating to
Operation Coldstore and this has enabled the public and historians to examine
the evidence and compare it to claims made by the Special Branch (’SB’) and
the Internal Security Department (“ISD”). In his paper “Operation Coldstore: A
Key Event in the Creation of Modern Singapore”, historian Geoff Wade wrote:
“While Lee, the Federation and the Special Branch continued to push their case
for detentions, Selkirk (UK Commissioner in Singapore) continued to affirm
that “there is no important new evidence of subversive activity on which arrests
at this juncture can be justified. We could not substantiate a charge that they are
planning to use violence. In the absence of specific evidence of subversion the
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arrests would be construed as an attempt by HMG to stifle legitimate
opposition.” ” The affirmation by Lord Selkirk came in a secret memorandum
that he sent to Duncan Sandys, secretary of state for the colonies, dated 5
October 1962, less than 4 months before Operation Coldstore was finally
launched. Historian Wade wrote further that Operation Coldstore “removed the
key opposition leaders challenging the PAP in the general election which was to
be held seven months later”.
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Another historian, Singaporean Dr Thum Ping Tjin also cited declassified
British documents in his speech at the 16 November 2013 launch of the book
“The 1963 Operation Coldstore in Singapore, Commemorating 50 years”. He
quoted an ISD statement dated 23 September 2011 which claimed that the
detainees were “not detained for their political beliefs but because they had
involved themselves in subversive activities which posed a threat to national
security”. But referring to the declassified papers, Dr Thum declared “the SB
and ISD did not (and) does not have any evidence that the Operation Coldstore
detainees were engaged in any Communist conspiracy”. A video recording of
Dr Thum’s speech is at

http://youtu.be/GwviaaULeiY
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A BT A AR BEOVBATRBOREMN, 20125 1 EEES)
R E K LRy o 2, RSP 1R SR
IR 95 ISR P R 22 4 Ry VA A AT AR S IR W AE V8 JEAT B T I JE B R A
J& TARIIL 3. B EE I L IR YHE AT

http://youtu.be/GwviaaULeiY

Commission of Inquiry
RERE

Mr President, you have asked for evidence to back up “the very serious charge”
(your words) that the ISA had been used on political opponents. The evidence is
now before you. What are you going to do about it? Over the years, arrests
under the ISA have destroyed the lives and reputations of hundreds of detainees
and their families. Following the Ministry of Home Affairs’ announcement on
16 September 2011 that it would keep the ISA even though Malaysia had said
the day before that it would repeal the Act, | had urged that an independent
Commission of Inquiry (“COI”) be set up to look into all cases of arrests under
the ISA. (TJS’ statement on ISA)
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As | had said then, the objective is to seek truth and reconciliation rather than to
punish those who were responsible for the ISA detentions. This will allow the
innocent to get on with their lives. Such reconciliation effort will close the sad
ISA chapter of our history and help integrate those affected into the mainstream
of society and thus bring about a unified nation. Isn’t national unity what you
set out to promote and achieve in seeking the Office of the President? | would
urge you to use your good office to ask the Prime Minister to convene the COI.
Mr Goh Chok Tong had promised to set up a COI to look into the detentions of
the 22 alleged Marxists in 1987. But that promise was not kept.
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Historic opportunity to do right
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If the Prime Minister refuses to set up a COIl or procrastinates, | would urge you
to seriously examine whether you have the constitutional authority to convene a
presidential COI by virtue of the powers vested in you to review and veto ISA
arrests. If so, you should do it. If not, you should use your moral authority to do
so. After more than 51 years, you now have the historic opportunity to put
things right and unify the nation. With the evidence before you, will you seize
the opportunity to do right or will you look the other way? Indeed, can you look
the other way? History will not be kind to those who shirk their duties and
responsibilities to the nation especially when they occupy the highest seat in the
land.
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Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.

- Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Yours sincerely,

Tan Jee Say
S,
Mrandr A -

2 February 2014
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