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The wider use of English does not

mean

we should abolish Chinese

TOWARDS

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

A

4 T THE CONVOCATION of Nanyang University on July
27th 1974, our Minister for Education, Dr. Lee Chiaw
Meng, asked the following significant question:— *Is
Nantab a national institution of bigher learning or is it merely

serving a sectorial interest?”

He said that the image of

Nantab as a Chinese University bas remained to the present
day, with the result that only students from the Chinese stream

. seek admission to Nantab.

He recommended that while pre-
serving its own character, Nantah
should take a very bold step to
break away from the entanglement
of its own cocoon and develop itself
into a national institution, catering
for a multi-racial student body from
all language streams.

multi-racial

Singapore has been a fully inde-
pendent and soversign nation since
August 9th 1965. On December
22nd 1965. On December 22nd
1965 it became a Republic with a
President at its head. Singapore’s
parliamentary system of government
is based on fuol adult suffrage.
Every citizen, 21 years of age and
over, has the right to vote irrespec-
tive of sex, race, creed, language,
education or income. After Bills
have been passed by Parliament and
before they are presented to the
President for approval, they are
required to be sent to a Presidential
Council for its opinion as to
whether any provision would result
in unfair discrimination against per-
sons of any racial or religious com-
munity, or otherwise violate any of
the fundamental liberties set out in
_the Constitution. The climate of
Singapore is essential multi-racial
with about 76% Chinese, 15%
Malay, 7% Indian and 2% other
races. Singapore has never had
difficulty in achieving harmony be-
tween different rtaces and overt
racial discrimination is non-existant.
Our people have, however, been
split into two distinct sections: the
English-educated and the Chinese-
educated.

By
Anne Johnson

While the English-educated have
crnsisted of an integrated multi-
racial unit of all races, the Chinese-
educated have been entirely
Chinese.  With increase in the
growth of Singapore, more and
more Chinese have opted for English
education. Admission into Chinese
schools has dwindled, and many
who have continued to study in
Chinese schools have subsequently
sought their tertiary education in
English in the University of Singa-
pore, which has provided aZmission
for all races and all language streams.
Nanyang University has, by its na-
ture, restricted admission to the
Chinese-educated Chinese.

Although in primitive societies
some education is provided for
children, it was not until civilisa-
tions became comparatively wealthy
and prosperous that there was any
education for young adults. In
China such education had a definite
utilitarian end from the time Em-
peror Shu (2255-2205 B.C.) who
established recruitment to the civil
service by annual examinations.

Aim

The first national universities were
established at Chang-An and later
at Yo-Lang in the Han dynasty as a
result of a proclamation in 124
B.C. by Emperor Wu. Tung Chung-
shu wrote in his memorandum on
their establishment that among
things paramount for the upbringing

prof. Anne Johnson

Prof. Anne Johnson is the Chairman of the Biology
Nanyang  University

department,

of scholars nothing is more im-
portant than a national university.
The aim of the Universities were
to create a special ruling class, and
graduates could expect civil service
appointment.  “An  uneducated
scholar was as futile as an unpo-
lished piece of jade.” These Uni-
versities were visible institution.
One description mentions 240
buildings and 1,859 ‘rooms. Scho-
lars came from long distances, and
professors acted in loco parents
to them.

In*1500 B.C. Indian scholars and
their students withdrew to the tran-
quility of ferest Ashrams and spent
their time in philosophical dis-
cussion. Under such conditions the
Rig-Veda, the great memorial to
Aryan settlers, was written. In the
fourth century B.C.-the Sophists in
Greece sought “arete” or excellence,
which may be liberally translated as
“how to get on in life.” A little
later Plato founded his academy
with the Socratic tradition of the
search for truth by discussion but
the main purpose of which was to
give training in oratory by the study
of rhetoric which was made rele-
vant to the existing crises in
Athenian democracy. Later still
Plato’s student, Aristotle, founded
a “lyceum”. at Athens with em-
phasis on research rather than
teaching.

In the period of the spread of
Islam, centres of higher education
were established at Bagdad, Damas-
cus, Jerusalem, Cairo and Alexan-
dria and were centred on the mos-
que and religious teaching. Further
North in Europe tertiary institu-
tions had a Christian foundation.

Common Language

It was in these cathedral schools
that tie word “universitas” was
first used. In Notre Dame de Paris
the system of issuing licenses to

teachers led to the development of
a guild of masters or “universitas”
to emancipate the university tea-
chers from the fickle patronage of
the bishop. However inthe Univer-
sity of Bologna (founded 1076
AD.) the word “universitas” re-
ferred to a guild of scholars, se that
later the concept of a university
included both scholars and teachers,
as well as physical features and
associated  structures. Medieval
colleges were places of study with-
out restriction, open to all. They
tended to be not only multi-racial
but also multi-national. This was
possible because of the existence of
a common language, Latin, which
was the medium of instruction.
Scholars who were all of the male
sex, would in addition know Greek.
These institutions may be classed as
international rather than national
universities. '

traditional role

The traditional role of a univer-
sity was (i) the preservgtion or

“conservation of knowledge, (ii) ex-

tension or sharing of' this know-
ledge with others, and (iii) the
advancement. of knowledge. They
were sharply divided into the idea
that members of a university should
withdraw from life (Asrams of In-
dia) and the concept that the uni-
versity was a market place involving
itself in common everyday things.
A university of the latter type would
train students to enter politics, the
civil service, or into professional
life. From the twelfth century.the
University of Salerno trained stu-
dents for medical careers. How
much should be education (from
Latin, educare- to lead forth) and
how much training for a vocation
(from Latin, trahere- to drag along)
has always been a difficult question.

(see page 15 )
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THIS

LANGUAGE CENTRE

IS YOUR

Thai and Tagalog courses will be
set up in the next academic year.

HERE bhas been much discussion about language and

languages, about bilingualism and multi-lingualism, about

the value of English as a functional communications tool,
about the frustrations and fears, the tears and triumphs involved
in acquiring this tool. But when it comes down to the actual
processes of language learning, just what are the opportunities
nd bow do they relate to you, the students?

The Language Centre has the
responsibility of providing pro-
grammes of language study that will
meet your present needs and your
future needs. Your present needs
are related to your life as a student:
What is your course of study?
What language(s) must you com-
prehend in lectures, in tutorials in
seminars? What language(s) must
you know to read your textbooks
and reference materials?  What
language(s) must you use in writing
exams, reports, etc.? Consultations
with deans and department heads
in each of the three colleges have
revealed that students need to com-
prehend spoken English and written
English if they are to successfully
complete their courses in the ma-
jority of departments in the Univer-
sity.

commerce orientation

Therefore the Language Cemtre
provides in the English Programme
courses that will meet your present
language needs. Some students
come who already have a high level
of proficiency in English. These
students are exempt from taking
required English courses but may
elect advanced level courses. Others
come with a fair grasp of English
but need to upgrade their skills in
the language. They are placed in
English 202, a course designed to
give experience in, as well as
exposure to, English, with a
common syllabus for all in the
first semester, and a special com-
merce orientation for students of
the College of Commerce in the
second semester.

Still others come who have very
weak foundations in English, unable
to compichend and interpret basic
syntactic patterns of wri. 1 Eite
lish, poorly equipped to rec:i. i

By —

Dr. Ramish

interpret spoken English, incapable
of expressing themselves in spoken
or written English with any degrees
of confidence or fluency. These are
placed in English 102, where basic
sounds, structures and meanings are
reviewed and practiced with the
objective of fitting them for en-
tering English 202.

unavoidable evil

Were it possible for students to
reach the proficiency level required
for successful academic work before
they enter their course of study,
this would be an ideal arrangement.
But this is not possible. The result
is that students concentrate on their
content courses and tend to think
of the language courses as an un-
avoidable evil, making them hike the
long distance to the Language Cen-
tre in fair weather or foul, requiring
a certain amount of homework
which is placed last on the “Things
to Do” list, and generally inter-
rupting the smooth order of their
work or pleasure. What a difference
it would make in attitudes and re-
sults if each student could see the
direct relationship the language
study has to their study of content
subjects!

“I need to understand the
meaning and be able to use the
simple present or unmarked
verb form of English because
I’'m a student in the GPA and
my textbooks make most fre-
quent use of this form.”

“l need to understand and be
able to use the nu.sive voice.
As a student in the Science

Dr. Ramish

“Acting Director of the Language Centre,

Nanyang University.

College 1 must realize that ob-
jectivity is important in scienti-
fic writing and discourse and
this is achieved in English by
use of the passive voice.”

We have been told that annually
about 35% of the students in the
College of Commerce fail because
of-their weakness in English, which
makes them unable to comprehend
lectures and written texts and ma-
terials.  Perhaps this would not
happen if students realized the re-
tationship of their study of English
to their performance in their con-
tent subjects.

We look forward to much greater
inter-action and cooperation with
the different departments through-
cut the University, helping us to
emphasize the improtance of the
study of English and integrating
the language study with work in the
content courses.

But immediate student needs are
only a part of the determining
factors considered in planning
Language Centre courses. Com-

plenon of academic work means

moving out into the job market,
writing letters of application, going
for job interviews, accepting posi-
tions that will demand the use of
language or languages in order to
fulfil the responsibilities that the
position holds.

bilingualism

Whether it is in a government
position under the Public Service
Commission, private industry or
business, or further training here or
abroad it is our responsibility to
help prepare you with the necessary
linguistic tools, to develop your
skills of listening, speaking, reading
and writing. Functional bilingualism
is our goal and should be the goal of
every student.

foreign investment

Your future needs are in part
determined by the *  io-economic
conditions that ;. .viil and the  are
dependent Jeveinnn: niy Iy
business and .. :stry, in ooth pu-

blic and private sectors. Recent
increases in foreign investment by
countries of Europe, America and
Japan have opened up many job op-
portunities for university graduates,
and employment prospects are
highest for those who have some
knowledge of a foreign language
other than English. Therefore the
Language Centre offers courses in
Japanese. French and German. and.
when resources permit, Russian will
be added.

regional scope

Regional cooperation has in-
creased and the countries of SE Asia
realize the need and desirability of
mutual understanding, exchange of
views and working together on a
regional basis. Those who hope to
pursue employment that has a re-
gional base” or emphasis will need
to have one or more of the langu-
ages of our neighbour countries.
The Language Centre has had
courses in Bahasa Malaysia/Indone-
sia for many years and in the next
academic year we hope to offer
beginning courses in Thai and Ta-
galog. This will provide tremendous
advantages for commerce students
expecting to work in companies of
regional scope, students of the his-
tory of SE Asia or governments and
public administration in our neigh-
bour countries, and many other
fields of study.

We seek to provide the very best
in both teaching staff and facilities.

With the recent gift of recording
equipment and furniture from Shell
Companies of Singapore we have
been able to install our fourth
language lab, which will accom-
modate forty students, using the
most up-to-date recording equip-
ment and monitoring design. This
means that ninetv four students can
be at work at 1. same time in
audio-active labs. .nd another 24
an be doihr - ..lo practice in our
audio-passive lab. Tt will enable wus
to provide longe ~ - s°s -ns and
therefore more :.ipusure and prac-
tice time.

(‘*ve pare 77)
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The moderm idea is that the rolé of
= University is to create tomorrow,
According to Morison a university is
an organism in itself and one which
is rapidly evolving before our very
eyes. A University must conscious-
ly cultivate attitudes of the mind
which will enable the individual to
understand and analyse his society.
It must mould him so that he can
discover his worth as a social being.
Ideally the aim of a University is to
stimulate, to encourage new ideas,
to encourage creativity and to allow
discussion between people inte-
rested in different subjects. In a
university there must be a free
exchange of opinions. If discussicn

-is shackled or limited, it will cease
to be a university. It is hoped thata
student would acquire something
more profound than a mere know-
ledge ot the syllabus. He must ob-
tain something which remains with
him when he has forgotten all the
things he learnt for examination
purpcses, and is of value when
everything he has learnt is com-
pletely out-of-date.

self-conscious

How does a -modern university.
become a national university? By
national is meant belorging in a
community of people living within

B ruz soRN B

the boundaries of a nation, who
owe higher allegiance to that nation
than they do to any ethnic, reli-
gious, linguistic or other group to
which they belong and which might
otherwise divide them, and who
possess a common culture which
distinguishes them from every other
nation. For Nantah to become a
national university it must therefore
belong to the whole nation, and
not to a single racial or linguistic
group. The fact that it is national
should be a self-conscious expres-
sion of the staff and student body
that the significant unitis the nation
to which they belong and that it
is their earnest desire to promote
the strength, liberty and prosperity
of this nation. As members of a
free, independent nation, accepted
by the world community of na-
tions, we must be prepared to make
sacrifices for our beliefs. Citizens
of Singapore have a special rela-
tionship with the state, from whom
they can claim certain basic and
political rights and to which in
return they own certain basic and
necessary duties. “Ask not what
your country can do for you, but
rather what you can do for your
eountry” (John Kennedy).

A university is a society of
people within the larger society of
the nation. It can strengthen or
weaken the force of all othsr ties
that bind people into a unit of the

WOMEN AND THEIR

SOCIAL

By Benny Lau

STATUS

3rd year, Chemistry department Nanyang [niversity

T is delightful to learn that the UNITED NATIONS has

designated 1975 to be the INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S

" YEAR and perhaps this will be a time when women can

raise their voices to indicate what has been unfair to them in the
past and what is unfair to them now.

A patriachal system has domi-
nated our society ever since man
came into existence. Owing to this
legacy of the past, in certain parts
of the world nowadays, women are
still considered as second-class hu-
man beings despite the success of
some, such ag Elizabeth Blackwell
and Florence Nightingale, the first
female doctor and nurse respective-
ly.

In olden days, women were con-
fined to the home to deal with
mainly domestic work. Their move-
ments were restricted and they were
not allowed to participate in poli-
tical affairs.

In the mind of a husband, a wife
simply had two functions: as a
breeding machine and as an object
of sexual pleasure. Love as a
sentiment was so lacking in those
times that the wife was lent to
others in order to perpetuate the
race.

Worst of all were some traditions
and religions in certain parts of the
world which imposed rules (or
rather ordeals) that were cruel to
the female. According to the Manu
Code of India, if a wife had no
children, she could be banished
after eight year; if all her children
were dead, she could be dismissed
after ten years; if she produced
nothing but girls, she could be re-
pudiated after eleventh year. In
some tribes, preference was given to
the chief of a temple to break a
bride’s hymen before she was
allowed to have intercourse with
the bridegroom on the wedding
night.

In Eastern countries, if a wife
committed adultery she was severly
punished while the husband’s adul-
tery was simply ignored or he was
charged with a minor offence.

In deeply rooted feudal society,

such as that of traditional China, -

nation. It can make life in society
rich or shallow. In a national
university each member of staff and
each student should consider how
his own special abilities and apti-
tudes can help in increasing the
secuirty, prosperity and liberty of
the nation. A national university
must provide the best teaching over
the widest possible field of know-
ledge which is relevant to the future
of the nation. It must offer this
teaching to as wide a range of
students as possible. These students
should be moulded so that wherever
they go they may be worthy citi-
zens and worthy servants of the
nation. It should extend original
enquiry over the frontiers of learn-
ing which it judges will be of
greatest relevance in the develop-
ment of the nation.

unique role

In this article I have deliberately
underplayed the question of me-
dium of instruction. Just as the
use of the international language,

Latin, enabled the participation of
scholars from all corners of Europe
in the medieval Universities, the
wider use of English will enable the
participation of students and staff
from all language streams in Nantah.
We all know that English is not our
National language but is used as a
language of convenience between all

a woman giving birth to too many
daughters in a family was consi-
dered as a source of bad luck and
she might be réprimanded by the
Head of the family. Hairlooms
which were handed down for several
generation would never be passed to
a daughter. The barriers ‘that
Elizabeth Blackwell and Florence
Nightingale suffered in the eighteen-
th century were a mirror of the
conditions of women of those times
in the West.

prostitution

Prostitution is another problem
which ranks women lowest in the
social hierarchy. However, most
countries have prohibited such prac-
tices though illegal postitution is
still going on. “Street walkers™ sell
their virtue for in exchange of
money and disease. V.D is most
hazardous to a society and prosti-
tutes are always strongly condemn-
ed as syphilis and gonorrhea carriers
while prostitute seekers are just
blamed for their ignorance.

Social change brought about by
technical development, industrializa-
tion, urbanisation and education
seems to be providing more scope
for women. Increased demand for
womenpower has forced society to
open its doors to women.

The offering of employment va-
ries from one country to another
and depends on the political back-
ground and social demand of the
country as can be seen from the
table, below giving, the rough
figures of working women as per-
centage of total active population
in each country:

Table I Percentage of working
women in some Western countries.

USSR 49%
East Germany 46%

15

language streams. It is also an
international language whose study
benefits our position in the inter-
national communities of commerce,
politics and foreign relations. This
does nct mean that we should abo-
lish Chinese, or make it mandatory
for all courses to be taught in
English. Because of its history,
Nantzh has an unique role to play
in our nation in preserving and
extending what is best in Chinese
language and culture. Language is
simply a means by which ideas are
conveyed between people. If we
have nothing to say, a change in the
medium of instruction will make
no difference to Nantah.

jousting place

To be a national university we
must be a university of excellence:
something of which all citizens are
proud. We must have adequate,
highly trained, highly motivated
staff who know where they are
going. Our Chairs should be filled
with capable men who are pre-
pared to lead Nantah into a glorious
future. Just as the original campus
was a jousting field where champion
knights met in battle, our campus
should be a jousting place of ideas
with constant exchanges between
staff and students, the battle-ground
for Singapore’s prosperity.

Poland 45%
Czechoslovaida 43%
Finlar.d 43%
Austriz 41.3%
Turkey 40.5%

The status of women is &

controversial matter at the pre-
sent day. Dr. Margaret Loh, who
is the Executive Secretary of the
Singapore Family Planning and Po-
pulation Board, said recently that”
with equal education opportunities
for boys and girls, equal employ-
ment opportunities and wages, girls
can nowadays support their parents
in old age just as well as the boys
can -- and in fact provide more care
and companionship than boys.”

That women’s ability in civic
roles is as good as or rather exceeds
that of the men is undeniable from
the fact that women are wise,

humble, scrupulous and helpful.

“l just trust women to avoid
atomic war. I don’t trust men for
that,” was humourously stressed
by Mrs. Francoise Giroud, France’s
secretary for Women Affairs, when
she appeared recently on the Na-
tional Broadcasting Company’s
“Meet the press” and she also added,
“Women are needed in all decision-
making pools because there are
certain values which are specific to
women...”

Women’s involvement in politics
has long been described as “prea-
ching like a_dog’s walking on his
hinder legs” and you will see no
women preachers in Singapore’s
parliament.  Nevertheless, it is
worth while offering them a chance
to participate politics. The result
might be just as good as that of men.
The prejudice against the female
should not exist in this epoch any
more, as it can be a hindrance to
the progress of the world.
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Other audio-visual equipment in-
cludes 16mm projectors, overhead
projectors, phono-recording and ra-
dio news taping.

expertise

But even the best of equipment
is no substitute for the classroom
teacher. Teachers of English are
trained in teaching English as a
second or foreign language. Many
are graduates of Nantah, who un-
derstand the problems and needs,
have prepared themselves through
study abroad in England or Ameri-
ca, and have returned to Nantah to
apply their training and expertise
to the task of training Nantah stu-
dents. Others have by their training
and experience qualified themselves
for the positions they hold as
teachers of English, or of other
languages.

Outside the classroom they are
busy preparing classroom and lab
materials in addition to the correc-
ting and grading of papers.

Technicians keep our lab equip-
ment in working order and manage
the taping sessions .when teachers
prepare practice materials and tests
for use in the lab.

This is your Language Centre.
It is a CENTRE which serves the
whole University. It is a LANGU-
AGE CENTRE, staffed by highly
qualified and experienced teachers
and using modern equipment and
methodology. It is YOUR Langu-
age Centre, working to meet your
needs and aiming to equip you for
success in academic study and
future satisfying and meaningful
employment.

THIS is your Language Centre.

Accountant

Every hour, every penny counts,

Every transaction enters into Account.
As an Accountant,
He should sacrifice his own life to

his employer, who will ask him

to die.

PRImE

Editor's note:

The views expressed by contri-
butors are entirely their own and
do not necessarily reflect those of
the Students’ Union, Nanyang Uni-
versity. No responsibility is there-
fore accepted by us.

AHAREES BEE0 | ERR_A,

EH B R LENER, KYZTIEEAFHE
EIAERSR |, = REREEFRE, FFE
MRS E—FER, EXRNEREFLELL.
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